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from the Path of 8 Wicked. Now, if ever tis neceſ- 
ſary for us to exhort all that fear the x Led, to unite and 
combine themſelves for the defence of his Honour for 
the Security. of th ra Souls, and if it be poſſibls for 
the giving a Check to Sin, and eee He Hoöͤlinieſs. 
in this impious Generation; for number a 
3 - * increaſes _ ; Atheiſm ang Pro- 
anene a o ro cre is yy 
xample, doching in Bi 3 v4 BY hi. 
ſtians: we ſeem to have quired, = only abe Morals. | 
but the Principles of che Goſpel, Thar de generate 1 
ſo far from the Modeſt Purity; nctity an Dignity: I 
of Chriſtian a an, that the leaſt Air of Se | 
neſs and Gtavit eginst to look ſingular and unfalbion- 
able * ſo that what” is Worlt of all, whiteſt the Wicked . 
.. publiſh their Sid as Sodom, and hide it not, Religion 
N to want Aſſurance, to diſtruſt its own Cal, and? 
do be in a manner — * Countenance every where, but 
in the Cloſet and the Temple; and we are in danger e 
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no words can ever be ĩ 92 with the ſame: Bo] 
Kr and ay: with which our Lord's were, yet certainly 
Sollluben and our great Mediator, when the Riches of 
wp diyine Grace, when 1 and Heaven arethe. 
laben of our diſcourſe, when out Language 
MFIthc Heart, and is animated by a vital — * ex 
ſenſe of that we talk of, Shen b has all the = 
which a true Friendſhip, and known integrity, 2 
{molt favourable Opportunities can give us Such. 
{courſe can never fail of moving and _—_— us. 1 vt 11 
2. From Diſcourſe l paſs on to Example; an d here 
is certain, that Vertue never appears ſo po and ; 
Gs lovely as in Action: That it is repreſented wit muh 
more Life, in the practice of a wiſe aud Man, than L 
o ſit can be in Rules and Precepts; that the Notious we 
form of Duty from the Lives of others, are generally. {| 
] more correct 20d juſt, than thoſe which we. form even {|} 
70 * che Scriptures themſelyes; for we are apt to bend | 
d accommodate the Rule a little in favaur of our | 
by vey bu we never do ſo in favour of others. I hat the 
©; {$excellencies and perfections of a Friend, are very ſtrong 
-} Incitements to Emulaiton, and ve ſenſible Repro 
A of our Remiſſneſs aud comparative Barrenneſs aud Un- 
"I profitableneſs; and on the other fide, his Deſects are 
excellent Leſſons of Caution and Watchſulneſs. TR 
„ie laſtly certain, that whatever Beauty and Lovolineſs 
I there be in Vertue, it receives a ne acceſſion ſromꝭ ihe 
J Example of my Fricnd, whoſe Integrity ! know; and 
the Eſteem and Affection I — fat: him is apt to beget 
in me a value for every thing he approves, and incliues 
.H 1nc to be pleas d with what he does: + But theſe Argu- 
meuts are toa many and too copious to be dwelt. on, I 
content my ſeifthetofare only to have mention d them, 
and will lay befare yau but this one ſingle Fender i. 4 
on: Agood Life in a Companion is certainly a mi N 
Motive and — — — far while eben | 


— from 


Jour Friends diſchargio dad Chriſtians, WE: 
_ a only'w e e bat wh we\.” 


715 


| 
| 


| 


Y, 
| 


* 


| 
; 
' 
: 
; 
; 


- 
* 
— 
f 


o 
w_— PI 
—— 
. " , 


t 


E 
| 
1 
| 
* 


. n 


(670 
2 1 Whareber / is poffipſe toit ble to us 
tob ʒ for they are clad mitli the erratic and. Paſ- 
| fions;iexpoyd to the. ſame Tymptations, and have no 


_ arfieviAſhitances than hat e hade, or may have! In 


them we have lain. Demonſtration "of the Truth and 
Poweriof Religion 3; We can no unger imagine that 
FEanti is a meer ercres ues or Amuſement; or Vertuea 
meerPreterice/or:Name;. Under rhiefe. Convictions we 
ſhalll eithet come to a Reſolution out ſelves to do our 
Duty, or ſnall fuffer che daily Reproaches of our-own- 
Minds This is che natural Iuflueũch of Example; ic In- 
ſtructiʒ it Reproves? xhorts, and if it doth not Pre- 


wil ũtcondemus. Thus St. Paul Hecht 12. I. 'Wherifore 


being eampaſi d about 18ith ſucb Aland. nel, let us lay 


e rw de Puste. the: bat, char it lende, 
Whereithe Apoſtla plain es. chat if the Faith and 
Patience of Martyrs. and ( do not move us to 
i mitate cheie Veatnbpitiey will cxtrainly ſerve to 1 

braid aud condemn us at the laſt Duy; and certainly 


the EMampies of ichs Living, and thoſe our Familiars 
and Friedds, cannot but have as much Force and Power 
inithkm, as thoſe ot the * tel much more for 

ted. Will not dur 
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- own Hearts dear ociſon us itt us, on every- Re- 


flettion we make ounhe Vertues of our Friend; Wat 
amll doing Can he and I go to the ſame place ax laſt? 
heporſues.a Crown: by: Works of Faith, and ſhall I 
on n it; by the Works: of Darknels? he ſeeks'a Hr. 
rout ot of. and the patience of Hope; . 
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every Wight; and1the Sin tht! does do eafily beſet ut. 


adds ooſnets? ht mortifies the Body while I indulge it; 


prays and contends;.and pafſes his Life in holy fear, 
1 am careleſs and unconcerned about a ſutufe 
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ſtate. His Conduct is regular, his Diſcourſe heayehly, 1 
the bent of his Soul — that which is good, bar 
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5 what but pellnted Streams can flow FIG 2 
Foyatain? "what but Evil can an Evil Man 
foͤrth out of the vi Treaſure of the Heart ? Matth. 


a "2" how bard is it then even for a 
ith rhe Charity and Dignity of his Mind, where 
5 es Slanders, ha licfous' Wit or Trifling and 
ce, make up the Converſation? Ho 1— 
1 ſuch a one to preſerve the Purity and S0 
fry of his Mind: where Riot and Luxury is the Bu- 
meet 8 where Pride and Oſtentation ot 
Ti is thing otzly admit d; and nothing has any. fa- 
vout᷑ ĩtr it that is wile or good, devout or humble: "And 
if a vettadus Perſon kan in ſuch . ſcarce keep is 
Ground H cafily/aethoſe born away ** the Stream, 
but too prone to il, and — 

on: 2 
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"worldly Maxims, ſenſual, - 
555 1 801 ete we ate fornithel with Obyect 

agai a1 Col 6vigden gence, with Excuſes and —.— 

es gi or Sn; {wigs 6 qaytriuk Religion and Con- 

Tiens d diſpute ou ſelves out ofall Safe and Duty, 
*Tis of this' on ck mmunication St. Paul ſpeaks, when 
he faith, That ii corn "good ert, And at this Day, 
thoſe Errots which' fret lite a Canker and conſume evet 
thing that is wile anch ſerious in us, have multiplied 
Pep Meaſure, that they are no longer the encloſure of 
ſome few Pretendlers ta Freedom and Reaſon, but the 

fooliſheſt and meaneſt, aꝶ well as the moſt vicious part 
of _ nd are deeply Hog d with them. | 

3 Company creats Confidence in Sin; a — 
of ralking uncancernedly' and looſely does naturally 
make way for 8 and libetty in our Acti 
and if we repeat either oſten, we 'ſhath ſoon grow 
and ſtupid ta Sin; for if we neg left to make any Refle 
Cion up our Words or Ales, we-ſhall'be —— 
Iy betrayed into a hardneſꝭ of Heart; ot if (hat is worſe) 
we * driver by * 4 ws +0 our Conſcieuce up 
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on Reflection to take a in the Cheats and Im- 
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ners are wont to put upon themſelves, we ſhall ſoon ſink 
into propha and Atheiſm. Having thus unfolded 
to you the Truth of the firſt propoſition, and ſhew'd you 
that Men become ſuch as their Company, I am next to 
proceed to the | 3 
II. Tbet Happineſi is the Frait of Wiſdom, and 42.20 
Folly. Men may flatter themſelves as they pleaſe, a 
delude themſelves with vain words; they may call the 
Proud and Rich happy; they may admire the proſpe- 


in their vicious Pleaſures; but they muſt bid dehance, 
not only to Revelation, but even Reaſon and Experi- 
ence too, c'cr they can promiſe themſelves a true and 
laſting Satisfaction in any thing but Vertue, Revelation 
tells us plainly, That Godlineſs, and that only, bes the 
promiſes of the 4 that now is, and of that which is to come 
1 Tim. 2.8. That if we ſow to the fleſh, we ſhall of 7 
ee ion; but if tbrougb the Spirit we mortiſſe the deeds 
of the body, wa ſhall live, Gal. 6. 8. That we muſt all appear 
befpre the Fudgment-ſcat of Chrift, that we moy receive. ac- 
erding to what we bave done in the hody, whether it be good 
evil, 2 Cor. J. 10. and both Reaſon and Experience, 
as well as Revelation, tell ys, That Sin is fruitleſs and 
diſhonourable, Rem. 6. 21. What fruit bad ye then in thoſe 
bings whereof you are now aſhamed ? That tbere is 'no prace 
0 2 wicked: That they are like à troubled Sea when it can- 
of reft, continually throwing up its own mire and dirt, Iſa. 57. 
To) That the Miſeries and calamities of Lite ſpring 
rom Sin; that Sin blaſts our Enjoyments and Polſefh- 
dns; that it gives Sting and Edge to all aur Miſeries aud 
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nd. Joy,; that Sia tortures it, with Coptradiftions and 
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poſtures, whether Vulgat or more refin'd, which Sin- 


rous Sinner, and in a ſenſeleſs Fit applaud themſelves 


lisfartunes: For if we did not dote upon the Body ang | 
he World, the Evils of Life could not wound us ſo 

Neeply. In a word, Revelation, Reaſofh, Experience 

ſſuresus, that Righteouſneſs fills. the Mind with Peace 


rezlonable Paſſions, with the Guilr, and the Terrors 4 
| the Lord; and what think we mult | the reli ge 1 
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both in gm wp * ts the diy ef the Revilaew Fl « 
the Ki eder bo bf God, Rom. 8. 5. Muſt the nature 
of tk ele 8 the Sinner may be ſav d? Muſt « 
Religion be au fenpoſture, that Madneſs and Folly may 
a 
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prove Wiſdonr? "MuftiReafon be a meer Amulerricar, 
that Luſt and Fatty may be infallihle Guides? Muſt the 
Judge ment. of ces World contradict all our Senſe 
Experience in this? That the litrle Railery and do- « 
phoſiry of the looſe and vicious patt of Mankind, way r 
prove the only thing that has Solidity and Weight in Ne. 
heſe are things too abſurd and ridiculous to be fant} s 
ed. Iwill enlarge no longer on a truth which is contro- I h 
c 

r 

fi 


verted by none, except the prophane and atheiſtical, 
but will on to the third thing propoſet. 
III. To give v ie , Advice for pour better Condacb. 15 
to Society or keeping Company. This may be reduced t. 0 
three Heads: 

I. We mit be very. cautions what Company e pep. nan 
2. We muſt tndiavour to make the beſt uſe of it. 
3 We muſt be ful erſwaded, that the due Gaba 
dur ſelves ii rhis point, i a matter of the higheſt moment. 
Kg F. As tothe fir Rule: We muſt reject he Aurho- 
füt of 7 78 i we refuſe to obſerve it, for this xx. 
preſly forbids us to: aſſociate our ſelves with the wicket 
nd A Prov. I, 14 14. 15. Enter not into the poth of the 
e and go not into the way of evil Men; avoid'it; paſs 
"ot by} 1 ; turn fromit and paſs away. 2. Theſſ. 3. G. nc wt 
ae au brethren, in the Name of our for 55% C5 1 
fer e 554% out ſelves from every Brother that walks 
der , and not after the tradition Shieh retei vd of in 
125 Or. 5 11. But 'now 1 have written unto you wot to ke 
\C9*1pe any. If a Man that & called a Brother, be 4 Fornicati 
of 085 (teens, or an Nh or @ Railer, or of Druntard, 
An Exi Ne Wit J fach a one, n not to eat. Nor 6d | 
Examples of Hy Man deviate in this poin t, from th 
Tees and Ex qrtations of the Spirit. bone . 26. 4, 
not "fate With tain Perſons,” neither will I g in 2 

ers. 7 bave Buted the Congregation of evi dr * 
nat fir with the Pl, Pfal, 119: 63:Tam Cp 
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of al them that keep thy Precept. And thus it was wirke 
other good Men, they did equally cover good, and ſhun 
evil Company. Thus Mal. 3. 16. auben wickedneſs abbiiyd- 
ed, then they that feared the Lord talbd often one 10 anot ber. 
And in the firſt imes of Cbriſtiamty, great was the Inti- 
macy and Dearneſs of the Diſciples of Jeſus one with 
another; great was their Abhorrence of alt the works 
of darkneſs, and all communion ànd fellowſhip with 
thoſe that practisd them, as may eaſily be interr'd from 
Ads 2, and 3. aud other places of Holy writ. The 


Ml Scripture then is plain in this point; And from what I 


have ſaid, it appears that Reaſon is ſo too, unleſs we 
can think that wiſdom and folly,” happineſs and miſe- 
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ber will love -bim;-and- we | 


(12) 
ail come anto him, and make our abide with bim. But dn 
the other hand, in the Company of the wicked we ſhall 


never find God, nor ever feel any effects of his gracious | 


Preſence, but ſhall be expoſed to the. Attempts and Pra- 
Ciles of Evil Spirits, and tothe Contagion of Vice. The 
wile Man, obſerves, That it is better to live alone, than 

with a Companion of a rough, intraQable and exaſ- 

perating Temper: But I am ſure there can be no Com- 
ny, bow forward and rough ſoever, ſo fatal to our 
Happineſs, as that which inſtils Vanity under the Ad- 
vantages and Opportiunities of Friendſhip: No Solitude 
can be ſo diſmal or uncomfortable as that Society which 
infects the Heart, or darkens the Underſtanding; no 

Provocation or inſolence can be half ſo injurious, as that 
which tends to Softnels or Debauchery, to the betrayin 
us into a love of this World, and a forgetfulneſs of God. 

(2.) This Objection may have ſome colour in a 
Pagan or a Jewiſh World, but ſure it has none in a Chri- 
ſtian one. The Church of Chriſt is not yet left like a 
Cottage in a Vineyard; our FJeraſalem is not yet dege- 
nerated to the degree of Feru/alem of old, when God 
ſpoke thus of it in the Prophet, Fer. 5. I. Run ye through 
the ftveers of Feruſalem, and ſee now and and ſeek in the 
broad ftreets thereof if ye can find a Man, if there be any that 
executeth judgmant, that ſceketh the truth, &c. Nor need 
we yet pray with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 12. 1.'Help, O Lord, 
for the podly man ceaſeth; for the faibful fail from among the 
Children of Men: for the Servants of God are yet nume : 
rous; nor are they driven totheir Secret Chambers, or 
to the Wilderneſs, or aſhamed to own their Lord and 
Saviour, or to make an open Profeſſiqn, of the Hope, 
that is in, them. 9941. 4; 20 

I grant, will you ſay, that there are good Chriſtians 
but they are not eaſily, they are nat every where to bo 

found; but the Worſhippers of Pleaſure do every where 
fwarm, every where. haunt us. There is an caſie Re- 
medy for this: Do thy Duty with an humble and uns 
eſſected Confidence, with à ſteddy and eee Rex, 

Tru Olutlan;: 
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} 5 
ſolution: Put on the Gab of 2 age why let the Air of 
on a Chriſtian appear in every thing that thou doſt, or 
ball I fayeſt; let the brightneſß and beauty of Holincfs, chat 
ous enriches and adorns the Soul, break forth ever and an 
on in thy Cotiyerſation; and thou ſhalt ſoon fee that the 
Good will love thee, but the Wicked will foxſake theeʒ 
ory will ſhun thee, as Ghoſts are Gid to do the Light 
ay; 
* 


or as, Hypocrites and Profligates did the Sa- 
cicty of the firſt Chriſtians; and of the reſt dun u m 
our je himfelf unto thim, Acts 5. 13. Thou deſt too much 
accommodate thy felf ro the Modes. and Humours of 
the World, and this draws upon thee the Company of 
the Impertinent and Vicious; 'zis an carthly-vanifhing 
Splendor , about which theſe Maths and Night- flies 
flutter: "Tis Jet, not Gold and Diamond, chat is ſaid 
to attract Stra... ar} ht. 
43) But laſtly, This Rule ebliges us only a8 far as 
we can (the nearneſs of Relation or neceſſary. Buſineſs, 
does ſometimes make it our Duty to Converſe with 
thoſe which we otherwiſe would decline. And in this 
Caſe all that can be expected is) not to have any Fel- 
Jowſhip of Communion with them in their 3 
to diſcountenance or reprove them: And, as the World 
ypes now, I think this Rule is to be extended no farther 
than to lntimacies and Familiarities, to voluntary and 
choſen Acquaintance, not to Accidental Meetings or 
Occaſional Correſpondencies. But we mult: take care 
not to be too favourable and compliant in this Matter; 
the more Sin abounds, the leſs Difcipline is or can heex- 
ercifed ; the more zealous ſhould we be in particulat to 
do honour to Religion, and to fix a Mark of Shame 
and Infamy upon Vice. Never would this Rule he more 
ſcandalouſly tranſgreſs d, than if Prieſts and Prelates 
ſhould court the Company and Favour of Atheiſts and 
Adulterers: Or Matrons and Virgins: that of a wretch - 
ed Woman, whoſe. State and Port is not more nocori- 
ous than the Shame and Lewdnefs that maintains it 
How can our Wives or Daughters think that there is 
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any Shame or T'oryicadd in the in, when we pay. fo'tnack Je h 


- Teſpe&'to the Sinner, C Oi 299 DG 
A. We wuſt conſider what ought to he the true end and 
Defign ol Society and Cn verſation among Chriſtians. Cer> 
tainlyithat- Man has a very mean and lot Notion of Friends 
ſhip, whO propoſes no other ends than to eat and to drink to- 
gerber, or to laugh and fool away out precidus Moments. The 
Sctipturs-points out to us much nobler Hurpoſes and Deſigus 
of Converſation, when it tells us, That. bur ſpeech ſhould be 
ſuck \ar#ay adminifttr Grace; that we ſhould build up ene at 
not ber in ou boly Faith z ibat we ſhould comfort owe another, 
ex burt ane anot ber continually, and ſo much the more, becauſe 
be day approaches, &. und ſurely we are ſtrangely miſtaken, 
if werhink-that our Communication will loſe all guſt by he- 
ing directed to one of theſe ends. On the contrary, it would 
doubtleſs be as much more delightful as beneficial, if when 
wel meet we are accuſtomed, inftead of Cenſutes and Refle- 
Aion, News and Impertinence, or Frothineſs and Lightnels, 
to diſcourſe of ſome worthy and noble Subject, becom ng 
Genius and Hope of a Chtiſtian, The Example of 'Davith 
confirnis this Notiomʒ he try'd and found that Friendſhip was 
bothoſeful and pleaſant; whilſt it was maintain'd on the N 


of 'Riligion ; My Companian, my Guide, myfamiliar Frilnd; 


96 he (ſweet Counſel toget ber, and ue into tbe Houſe of 


God in company, Pſal. 55. 14, 15. Ear, f]. 11841 
Noſthis it will be again objected, It will be very diffiedk 
at all times to find Matter and Occaſion fot" good Diſcourſe! 
I arfwer, Firſt, I do not utterly and totally exclude the com- 


1 mon Actidents of Life, the Buſineſs and Affairs of it, 'nap}- 
| eveiithings of 4 pleaſant and divertive Nature, if modeſt arid 


inoſſchſive, from being ſometimes the ſubject of Convetſati- 
on ; but, I ſay, Religion ought to be the main and great 
endöf lit. Secondly; "Tis hard for me to conſerive how a good 
Chriftian ſhould often want either Matter dr Opportunity To# 


pioũs Diſcourſe, As fot Matter; he muſt fuffer the Providence 
of Cod to paſs without any Opſervatſom or remark, he muſt 
be a ſtranger to the Works of Nature; he moſt be utterly un- 
teach in the Hiſtory of Human Affairs; be mult e | 
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tan, the n of rhe f d,,and t 

Wang fe of Humane, N Wa want Matt 
zagd iſcourſe. The. . Letters, ihe Man ; of. Bu 
neſs, the Man of Pleaſures never waurs Naber; Books farnite 
18 Buſineſs the other, and, theis M ices apd Diver ſiong the, 
third. 'Tis ſtrange, thats a Chriſtian ſhould bg: — 
The Chriſtizn, whocia Child af 4 a6, and of 95 

an ſhould — 6 idom and Yy er of ingo 
ſang, who has eyęry hohr Mar ters Ol zhg higheſt impop 
on his. Hands! ahd-: who rail ry te is 10 with 13 a 
richer Pleaſures than the 1 men ene HE 

ta; i, As to Occaſlomur Appar —. of, e dr 2 
Heart run that way, N ec ies it us. 
. n than ſeek Oe XII 
Itrange Error ws haye til d:al hangs a EE 
Company ; as if, nothing bur, ee ar pare 
make g Man 16 impertinents 25 mines any thing. tl 52 
piaus and good. 1 you to . fu cid whether hy 


very Bear — to being a 
how: hall we eſcape that dreadful ng pres ni 
againl}'ir, Mark. $2 eee aſhamed of 
my Words, in this withed and adulterous. Sons. 
the Son of Man be 2 d when he 


Father, wich the boly Angels. po drone ihe cats vs 
e 


30, And laſt Bite kien which is That we mut Se thoroug, 

fo waded. that the right, condudt of our ſelves, in the point of, Secaety,4 25 

a matter of the higheſt moment and rg not the _ ; 

ture plainly ſugeel this, when our Sayiour.tells us Me 5,7 

I by our Words, _— be Fuſtified, and. by our ie done a 

be condemned. Fames 3. af. 1f, any. Mer offeng\yot uin 

Ward, 47 arr jovi — And tis no wonder t up- 

ture lay ſo great a ſtreſs, or ſets ſo great a value on Is, 17 8 

vernment of the tongue, ſince nothing copdyaners to the pl En 
of God, to the honour and intereſt of Regions and to the eech, i 
ing the Morals ef Men. As to this latter, che forming every 
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particular. Mannen, I have ſaid enough; A on pe here Lwill; 'F 
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only remark; never was there a more illuſtriaus Pr 


of Religious Converſation than in the a roo times. 


Next to that of the Spirit of God it H the Chriſtians found ed 
4.254 great 


gwn Soul; he muſt have reflect el ver nad e l 28 I 
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apr 990 = 55 = Than ES 1 
Seen? 802 5 oi the Bebber! band, 47 an 


out . eee a Marcy which ee 
conkter e ee * 
We fall Von learn to chink and act wien the fame lber well 
; oe Aged this Will introduce a frangefaeof things in od 
tle't 
"Now to cloſe all, if our eder encotieveinhent in this polar 
be of this vaſt conſequience,' we cannot bur think we l 
called to a ſtrict account about it in another World; the day] 
coming when the Lord fulfil his Promiſe, Mal 3. 
25 25 bear hene and beard, and 4 Book of remembrance was. wile 
; 1d they ſhall be mine;ſaith the Lord, in tht duy when I wil" 
; e Jin The day 1s coming when God will execute ch 
reat denounced in the Apodle Jude; Behold che Lord e664 
merh with een thouſand of bi Saints, ro exeeuts'7 Fudgment pins ale 


